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Welcome to our first newsletter for 2016 in the 2015/16 period for the Association. 
We began the year with our AGM which was held on 4 October 2015. 
 
The AGM was preceded by a Special General Meeting to decide on a proposal to     
purchase an investment property utilising the Building Fund. This proposal was 
defeated with the general consensus being to explore the matter further through 
workshops and consultation. A working party has been set-up for this purpose. 
 
The AGM followed with the standard agenda items and concluded with the          
successful election of the Management Committee for 2015/16 as follows: 
 
President     Michael Hutton  
Vice President    Albert Meyerkort  
Secretary      Alberta Abreu  
Treasurer     Denise Alexander  
Seniors’ Representative  Betty Johnson  
Assistant Seniors’ Representative  Robena Kerth 
Membership    Bryan Alexander  
Committee Member     Ron Maw 
Committee Member     Hilary Cullen  
Committee Member    Glenn Thomas 
Marketing/Promotions &  
Newsletter Editor    Sabrina Lynsdale 
 
I congratulate all our committee members on their nominations and election to     
office and look forward to a successful and satisfying working relationship. 
 
We held our New Year’s Eve (NYE) 2015 Dance Party at the Vasto Function Centre 
on 31 December 2015. Excellent attendance continued with entertainment provided 
by the Oceanites and DJ Apollo. The next NYE event will also be held at the same 
venue.   
 
The monthly Food Fetes at our Stirling Street premises continues to do well,       
attracting a larger and more diverse clientele, together with new vendors coming    
on-line, providing a greater variety. 
 
Our Charity program continued with a donation of around $7,000 towards an        
orphanage in Dala, as well as assistance for the victims of the Nepal earthquake. 
Dr. Timothy Tan from the St. Quetin Dental Clinic in Claremont, together with his 
colleague, very generously provided their time late last year and visited our          
sponsored orphanage in Dala to do some preliminary examination and hygiene work 
with the orphans. Tim is currently working on a plan to re-visit the orphanage to do 
more in-depth work with the children. Our heartfelt thanks to Tim and his            
colleagues for their kind efforts and generosity.  We also loaned our Charity License 
to the Burma Natural Disaster Relief Fund (BNDRF), a local community group      
focused on raising funds for the victims of the recent floods in Burma.  
 

Our annual Golf Tournaments raises a generous amount towards our Charity      
Accounts.  Our thanks and appreciation to Joe Alexander who organised the golf at 
Nedlands and Patrick Quinlivan at Gosnells.  We look forward to your continued 
support.   Our gratitude also goes to our Webmaster, Reg Jones, who continues to 
provide his valuable services in looking after our website. 
 
I look forward to the remainder of our term in office, thankful to the Management 
Committee for their dedication and efforts and our members for their continued 
support. 
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From the President  

Michael Hutton 
 

Mission  
Statement 
To promote,  
facilitate and 
achieve better 

understanding, 
closer  

relationships and 
mutual  

appreciation,  
advancement and 

co-operation 
among the  

Burmese, and 
other Australian 
communities by 
Social, Cultural, 

Welfare,  
Charitable and 

Educational  
activities and  
programs.  
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Book Review—Boyhood Trials, Living Through the War in Burma, by Charles Stephenson 

Boyhood Trials—Living Through the War in Burma was written by Charles Stephenson , edited by Trophy D’Souza 
and published by Amazon in America.   Charles currently residing in Australia, shares his life  story from his  
childhood in Burma to his time in the army and how he fought in World War II.   
 
This book is available for purchase at the cost of AUS $20.00 plus postage.  Please contact Charles on 9356 4198. 
 
Charles Stephenson had to cope with a difficult childhood.  It was quite a problem for his parents to try to control 
his boyhood exuberance.  They imagined that school would sort him out by moving him from one school to another 
but this proved unproductive.  Perhaps he lacked motivation or maybe he was not meant for serious or methodical            
academic work.  These were reasons enough for the education systems of  the  time to single him out for the rough 
treatment that they meted out to rebellious or failing children in Burma.  His father too believed that only corporal 
punishment was the answer to poor academic achievement.  Guidance, counselling, understanding and                
support-learning were not on the agenda of either home or school those days. 
 
So Charles had it rough all the way: from home and school right through to the army and war.  Perhaps there was a 
certain built-in-resilience in Charles that helped him cope with 
pain and failure.  It may have stemmed from an     inner belief 
or strength he had occasionally shown in the way he spoke of 
his trust in the Divine.  He endured     punishment and humili-
ation without losing hope or looking for redress. 
 
The trials he endured in his early years in many ways          
prepared him for the hardships of army life.  His near-death 
escapes  however left their own scars in the lack of confidence 
he  occasionally showed or in the fear of the unknown that 
developed in later years. 
 
In a strange way the skills he acquired in his boyhood          
adventures served to hone the techniques required in battle 
situations.  They made him a soldier who was willing to take 
risks and to take the lead  in the most difficult of                    
circumstances.  His gregarious instincts kept him close to his 
buddies and made him a mate his colleagues could trust and 
rely on.  His linguistic skills  contributed hugely towards the 
intelligence required by the British army fighting an enemy 
hiding in the unknown terrain of Burma. 
 
He was proud to fight in the British army and was glad to 
have benefited from the time he spent in training and in    
combat.  His loyalty to ‘King and Country’ as the British put it, 
helped to keep his enthusiasm alive and his mind focused. 
 
The story of Charles and the narrative in the book resonate 
with the drums of World War II, even if the agonies and      
ecstasies take place in the peaceful and harmonious settings of  
the lush-green mountains of Burma.  The descriptions and the 
delicate use  language help to weave through the  unpleasant-
ness of war and disaster, and bring out the softer side of inci-
dents while enriching this truly human story. 

In keeping with technology, the Burmese Association of Western Australia now has its own Facebook 
page.   To ensure all our events reach the Burmese and wider community, please ‘like’ our page and en-
courage your friends, family and work colleagues to do the same.  
 
 
 

Facebook  



Bethesda Orphanage Children's Home, Dalla  Township, Rangoon - Dental Care 
In 2015, the Association received contact from Timothy Tan a Perth dentist kindly        
offering to provide dental care  to the orphanages we support. Timothy was put in contact 
with Reverend Joshua of the Bethesda Orphanage in Dalla. Timothy and his colleague, 
Asheen Behari were able to visit the orphanage in September 2015 to make a general     
assessment of the dental needs for the children at the orphanage. As expected the        
children would not have received much dental health attention prior to Timothy’s visit so 
the usual lack of dental health  issues were seen by Timothy and his colleague. 
 
They were able to make an assessment of the  children’s needs to prepare for future       
visits and are now planning another visit in 2016. As can be seen from the pictures below 
the facilities at the orphanage are very basic and greater assistance is needed such as the 
loan of a local dental clinic, hygienic facilities, access to local X-ray facilities, examination 
chair or table and other facilities. 
 
The Association would like to thank Timothy and Asheen for their very kind offer to help 
the children at the orphanage. 
 
We would welcome assistance or enquiries, particularly any collaboration from dental 
health care providers in Perth or Yangon we would like know more in order to assist     
Timothy. Assistance in the form of donations to this cause will also be appreciated by the 
children of this and other orphanages. 
 
 

 
 
 

Membership renewals are now due, please enquire and pay your 
annual subscription if you haven’t as yet received your renewal in-
voice.     
 
Did you know that you can now pay on-line for your membership 
renewal, make charity donations and even buy event tickets via Paypal. Simply go to our 
website www.bawa.org.au and follow the easy links.  Payments can also be made via oth-
er traditional methods such as cheque or EFT. 
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Albert Meyerkort 

Building Our Community Spirit while raising money for those less fortunate than ourselves 

Membership 

Bryan Alexander 
 

From the Vice President  
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Members who attended the 2015 SGM to vote on a proposal to give the MC authority to purchase an interim 
property investment, would recall that the motion for this resulted in a 53% vote in support of this idea. How-
ever, the motion was not passed as it did not receive the 3/4 majority member support required under the as-
sociation's constitution. 
  
Some member feedback at the time indicated that alternative proposals such as shares  investment and    oth-
er ideas should be considered. The MC intends to proceed with further subcommittee discussions on the best 
way forward to propose another item for members to vote on at a possible SGM in 2016. 
  
The items being considered in the Building Fund Subcommittee meetings are:  
  
1. Shares investment options 
2. Investing in a community welfare housing 
3. Revisit interim property purchase ideas 
  
If you would like to participate or contribute in this please contact the association. 

Denise Alexander 

Monthly Food Fete Celebrations and Events 

Building Fund Review 
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A big HELLO to all our members out there, once again it 
is time for our  News letter to be sent out to all of you in 
BAWA land to fill you in on all our activities last year 
and for the up coming events. 
 
As you know we meet every first Saturday of each 
month, except January (too close to New Year’s day) and 
the other one  in October as we have to prepare for our 
AGM, which is held on the first Sunday in October. The 
Get together is open to all of our members, it used to be 
called Seniors, but we have since changed it to all. So, 
please feel free to join us whenever you can, because, 
with no members attending we wouldn’t be able to have 
a get together. 
 
We start off the morning about 10ish ( Burma standard time ),most of our  members 
know each other so its chatting and catching up time. About 11, we have Jeff who di-
rects those of us who want to join, in Tai Chi, we have also started line dancing, which 
has proved very popular, we have about 3 dances ( easy ones ) and all have a good time 
and a laugh. 
 
Lunch is served any time after that activity and we all enjoy a 3 course meal, very        
dutifully supplied by Soso, our resident chef and her hubby Jeff. She has a different 
menu each month and its eat as much as you want. She also cooks enough so our 
members can buy take away. 
 
Every month we celebrate birthdays and if its anyone’s special b/day i.e. 60,70,80 or 90 
they get to blow out their candles and cut the cake. We have members of different ages 
attending from about 55 upwards, in fact some of our older members are turning 95 
this year, so, don’t feel left out come and join us. 
 
Every year we go away for 3 nights to some locations in WA. Most of our members use 
their free pass, our trip to Esperance totalled 42 and a great time was had by all. This 
year we have just made a booking to go to Albany and we have a full house. 
 
So people, if you would like to join us in having a good time, please come along to our 
get togethers and find out more. If you are not a member, you can come twice for 
$10.00 entry and after that you will need to join our growing membership. 
 
By the way we also have Bingo and a raffle during the get together. In May we honour 
all our grand mothers and mothers ( you don’t even have to be one ) by getting a present 
(donated) and come September our male members don’t miss out either, they get a bot-
tle of wine each, not bad eh? 
 
We celebrate Seniors Week in November and all our seniors are invited to a lunch once 
again prepared by Soso. We also have a Christmas celebration by singing carols,   
Christmas lunch and big raffle prizes. 
 
That’s all for now, look forward to seeing some new faces and old ones, and to continue 
our monthly get togethers in this way trying our very best to serve our members in the 
Burmese Association. 

Robena Kerth 

Betty Johnson 

Seniors’ Functions 

Members’ Lunch  First Saturday of every month  

Hilary Cullen 

Working for our 
members, 
as always  

Members’ Lunch  

Are you a community minded person and have some spare time? Would you like to 
contribute some of your time, energy and skills in helping the needy. If so, why not 
consider joining the    Association's Management Committee. We are always in need of 
keen energetic individuals particularly with administrative and clerical skills, well 
versed with current desktop applications. Help in other ways is always welcome as well 
so if you are interested please contact a member of our Management Team who will be 
more than happy to explain the details and different levels of commitment. Rest         
assured, you will be very satisfied with the returns for your efforts. 

1st Saturday of each month 


